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SITING APPLIANCES AT STRUCTURE FIRES 
 
During a recent operational incident firefighters responded to a rural structure fire, and 
crews sited the pumping appliance on the front yard of the property adjacent to the 
house fire. Whilst initially the siting of the appliance was considered to be at an 
appropriate location and distance from the house fire, the accumulated effect of radiant 
heat over the duration of their attendance caused heat damage to the front of the 
appliance, damaging the decals and plastic mouldings.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Crews are reminded that the pump operator (or at the direction of the OIC) is 
responsible for siting the appliance at an incident and taking into account relevant 
safety, siting and supply considerations, such as: 

• Site on clear, level (if practicable), firm ground, up wind if possible. 
• Be aware of fire intensity, duration of incident and possible escalation, 

explosion and building collapse. 
• Be located as close as practicable to the incident. 
• Park clear of power lines which may fall as a result of fire. 
• If possible, park the appliance so the incident is visible from the pump panel. 
• Keep access clear for the arrival and departure of other emergency service 

vehicles.  
• Consider roadway safety. 
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Critical Message 
Pump operators and OICs should undertake a site specific risk assessment to 
consider fire intensity combined with the duration of exposure to radiant heat 
when siting an appliance. 
 


