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OPERATIONAL CIRCULAR   27/2025 

File:  D39512 

 June 2025 

New Emergency Rescue Helicopter Service AW139 Fleet 
 
Key Message 
The new fleet of Leonardo AW139 All-Hazards Rescue Helicopters commenced operations 
with the Emergency Rescue Helicopter Service (ERHS) from 3 May 2025. 

What happened?  
The three AW139 aircraft replaced the Bell 412EP helicopters which had been in service for 
over 20 years.  The new ERHS helicopters have been customised and configured for 
operational requirements.  Operating from Bases at Jandakot and Bunbury Airports, the new 
All-Hazards Rescue Helicopters can be airborne in under 15 minutes. The third Rescue 
Helicopter is a spare aircraft to cover maintenance periods, however, can be mobilised to 
support other incidents across the State.   

What does it mean for me? 
The new Rescue Helicopter fleet provides significantly enhanced, all-hazards rescue 
capability.  The AW139 aircraft are approximately 40% faster than the previous helicopters, 
resulting in reduced incident response times and have an increased operational range of up 
to 700 kilometers.  The increased range means these aircraft now provide coverage for more 
than 91% of the State’s population. 

The new AW139 Helicopters provide additional and enhanced capabilities, including:   
• Night vision imaging systems and night vision goggles; 
• Aerial intelligence with live aircraft video streaming from a FLIR/HD optical camera; 
• Augmented reality mapping system with incident charting (flood, fire, oil spill, etc.); 
• Increased cabin area with modular floor for rapid reconfiguration – transport of up to 

10 passengers and associated equipment; 
• Improved support to recovery operations – aerial transport of resupply, relief, and 

humanitarian aid; 
• A loud hailer/speaker system installed on the helicopter;  
• Weather, maritime and ground search radar – all weather (IFR) rated Pilots; and  
• Multi-agency and Silvus MESH radio systems, with 4G and satellite communications. 
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Want to know more? 
Please see attached reference sheet for more information on the new ERHS AW139 All-
Hazards Rescue Helicopters.  Further details are available from DFES Aviation Services, or 
by contacting Manager ERHS, Steven Sartain. 
 

CRAIG WATERS AFSM 
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